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Abstract:

The Subject of this study is entitled: The verbal commonality between Swahili language and Somali
language: a semantic linguistic study. This study sheds light on the common words between the two
languages in terms of origin and the connotations of these different words in the linguistic contexts
of the two languages. The study also points to thereasons that lead to the verbal commonality between
languages. The study focused on the nature of linguistic semantics between common words in the
two languages. The research carried out a semantic linguistic analysis of the roots of the common
words. Through this study, it emerged:

The Swahili and Somali languages are among the most widely spoken languages in the East
African region.

There is direct and indirect contact between the two languages in the East African region.
There are many common words between the Somali and Swahili languages, but this study
focused on 147 words only.

There are relationships between some language systems of the two languages. The common
words between the two languages are the roots of the words and the origins.

The two languages belong to two different linguistic families, where Swahili language
belongs to the Niger-Kordofanian family, and Somali language belongs to the Afro-Asian
family.
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