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Abstract: Simile is a beautiful art of expression that is intended to influence souls, and achieve
intellectual and aesthetic purpose. It is among the eloquent rule of rhetoric, which is found in all
languages and among all speakers. It was the basic component of knowledge among the pre-
Islamic poets in their understanding of the surrounding world, the greater the awareness of the pre-
Islamic poet of his surrounding, the greater his creativity in his similes. The human soul loves
using it because of the undesired meanings (indications) which are sometimes brought by direct
expressions. Tarafah relied on it to express his ideas, and what he saw in his environment, which
indicated his great knowledge. Our poet Tarafah had a strong imagination in the formation of his
poetic images that simulated his spirit, and he derived his images, meanings and imagination from
the desert and the sea, because he had the knowledge of the desert and the sea, different types and
images of similes are found in his poetry, and thus he surpassed those poets who came before him
and left those who came after him thinking hard. Therefore, we studied similes in Tarafah bin al-
Abdi’s poetry, to get acquainted with his ideas and metaphorical images by analyzing it to know
its aesthetic and artistic values
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